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Letter from
the Director

Thanks to the generosity of this community, 2025
was our greatest year yet. We served 24,510
children, celebrated half a million books mailed,
and enrolled 7,758 new children. Of the more
than 47,000 children under five in Louisville, 44%
are currently enrolled in Imagination Library. This
report takes a moment to pause and celebrate
our growth and our impact.

We are proud of the new Kentucky kindergarten readiness data that shows Kentucky
children enrolled in Imagination Library had higher rates of kindergarten readiness
than their peers not in the program, even in the absence of preschool. We know this
program is delivering smiles to children when they open their mailboxes and find a
new book from Dolly, and we are thrilled to share this program is also delivering
undeniable results.

Looking back at 2025, it is apparent that 2026 brings new challenges. So far, we
have already weathered the storms of proposed state budget cuts, a more
challenging fundraising climate, and are currently fighting hard to be included in the
next city budget. But as we continue to meet new challenges, we are fortified by the
way our community has shown up for us. From the families who advocate for us, to
the funders who invest in us, and the volunteers who show up for us, we couldn't
have accomplished everything we accomplished without our Imagination Library
community:.

Thanks to supporters like you, Imagination Library of Louisville is still delivering on
our mission to provide free, age appropriate, high quality books to thousands of
Louisville kids every month and improve literacy in our community. Your partnership
sustains us, and we believe this community will continue to invest in literacy,
learning, and the power of a book. Thank you for your support and we look forward
to writing our next chapter together.

Happy Reading,

//I/M&@WM/’U

Maria Gurren
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Family Stories

Amberly Simpson found “worry-free access
to books" for her two children, ages 3 and 1.
As the Founder & Artistic Director of Ambo
Dance Theatre and School, Simpson is one
busy mom. But she hasnt let that stop her
from working to pass down her love of
reading,

Like many families, Simpson and her two
little ones love the library, "but with
schedules, it can be hard to get down
there" But then she found Imagination
Library, and now her family receives age-
appropriate book deliveries to their home
every month.

Simpson says she not only loves reading the new books to her children each month - but
also watching them choose new favorites. From stories about farm life, dragons in Chinese
culture, and different kinds of families, these little ones are growing their very own libraries
right at home.

‘IMy daughterl is starting to make sense of
and contextualize images and actions in a
way that | don't think she would have
done if we hadn't exposed her to books
really early.” - Amberly Simpson, Parent

‘Both my 4-year-old and 1-

year-old love it, and some of ‘I have 2 (soon to be 3) little
our favorite and most beloved “The books that are sent to the boys and we love the books so
books have come from child are SO AMAZING because much! All of them are curated
Imagination Library! We they include suggestions and well for the age of each child
wouldn't have discovered guidelines to aid parents in the and are very creative and
many of these books teaching and learning teach the boys lots of different
otherwise! We so look forward process - what a boon!" things from emotional

to our new book each month.” - Astrid F, Grandparent strength/intelligence to just

- Tess M, Parent being silly!" - Rose H, Parent



Impact Data

Data from 2024 found that Kentucky
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Community
Partners

We couldn't do this important work without the
support of our community partners. From helping
us enroll children to spreading the word - these
partners help us get more books into the hands of

more children in Louisville!

Americana Community Center
Backside Learning Center

Black Birth Justice

Blackacre Conservancy

Blueprint 502

Center for Accesible Living

Change Today Change Tomorrow
Childcare Aware of Kentucky
Cornerstone Child Development Center
Family & Children's Place

Family Scholar House

Georgia's Sweet Potato Pie Company
Goodwill of Kentucky

Greater Louisville Head Start

Habitat for Humanity

HANDS Program

Healthy Start

Jefferson County Public Schools
Kentucky Humanities Council
Kentucky Science Center

La Casita Center

Locals Pizza Pub and Food Hub
Louisville Free Public Library
Metro United Way
Neighborhood House

Nook & Nowhere

Orchid House

OVEC Head Start

Passport by Molina Healthcare
Quinn Chapel

Ready for K Alliance

Resolve

Shelby Park Neighborhood Association
Simmons College

St. Nicholas Academy

St. Stephen’s Family Life Center
Thrive by Five

WIC

YMCA of Louisville

And more!

Special thanks to our health care partners
for helping to enroll our youngest future readers!
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Every quarter, employees at the
Louisville office of Schneider
Electric join us during their
lunch hour to get undelivered
books ready to go back into our
community - from unwrapping
to relabeling, these generous
helpers get it done.

THANK YOU,

Schneider Electric!
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In October, we celebrated half a million books
mailed to Louisville kids! The evening was full of
fun with mini distillery tours, a bourbon pull,
engaging children’s book activations, and, of
course, delicious food and cocktails. We loved
celebrating this incredible milestone with all of our
amazing supporters - here's to many more books
and memories!
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Individual Donors

Edwin Ackerman
Casey Adams
Kate & Tony
Aviles-Bishop
Mary Bass
Annie Bavis
Stephen Beck
Evelyn Beckman
Edward Beeler
Terry Belker
Sheena Blanton

Mary Elizabeth Boley

Abbey Bowman-
Rogers

Caton Bredar
Trent Brock
Chris Burba
Leigh Anne
Burke-Schaad
Vince Cain
Tiffany Cardwell
Loren Carlson
Linda Cauble

Daniel Chambers

Laura Clark
Gary Cobbs
Shannon Cogan
Sheila Collins
Sam Corbett
Caitlin Corbin
Sarah Cowley
Kathy Cox

Miriam Cresswell

Lee Daley

Rhys Dant

David Danhauer
Emily Daunhauer

Jessica Daunhauer
Jerry Davis

Linda DeSanto
Carlotta Donahue
Krista Drescher
John DuBuque
Sheri Duff
Katherine Easley
Margaret Eronimous
Mary Ewing
Cynthia Fanning
Jessica Fig

Jeff Filcik

Wes Fischer

Sarah Flarsheim
Leanne French
Kathy Gaither
Aliscia Garcia
Chelsey Garza
Benjmain Gies
Juandreka Gilliam
Stephanie Godward
Madeline Goins
Patti Goldstein
Holly Gravely
Andrew Gurren
Linda Gurren

Maria Gurren

Jane Haase
Mitchell Hadley
Tim Hagerty

Rada Halaseh
Hayley Harlow
Leslie Hay

Norita Hayes
Anthony Healtherly
Audwin Helton

Ellie Hickerson
Aubrey Holle
Clifford Holm
Dexter Horne
Elizabeth Howell
Callie Huntington
Kelly Imhof
Thomas James
Michael Janok
Paula Jennings
Aimee Jewell
Denise Johnson
Renette Jones
Richard Jones
Anthony Kabbes
Bryn Kabbes
Daniel Kabbes
Erin Kabbes
Lane Kabbes
Michele Kabbes
Rob Karlen
Joseph Keys

Ken Kibler
Lindsay Kindle
Wesley Knott
William Kopke
Janet Lanham
James LaPaille
Sharis Lattimore
Jerome Lentz
Rose Livingston
Sarah Mahan
Dean Mallory
Laurel Mallory
Nicolette Mallory
Alexandra Marple
Christine McGarvey

Julie Melnykovych
Branden Miletta
Julia Minotti
Natasha Moberly
Loren Moody
Susan Morrell
Mark Naber

John Neichter
Tori Nelson

Jazzy Oates
Joanna Ohlendorf
Mikkaka Overstreet
Sharon Patterson
David Pelletier
Prasnthi Persad
Cindy Phelps
Susan Phillips
Kristen Pupa
Susan Pyles

Kelly Ramsey
Donna Ravenscraft
Emily Ravenscraft
Debbie Rawn
Jonathan Raymon
Christy Reis

Lynn Reynolds
Robby Rice

Karen Riddell
Matthew Ruben
Richard Sands
Robin Schalda
Claudia Schindler
Julie Schmidt
Kamryn Schottler
Ken Selvaggi

Ann Sheadel
Sarah Melikian

Bill Shory

Claire Simms

Mel Simon

Sarah Simon
Amberly Simpson
Bailey Rose Smith
Connie Smith
Felicia Smith
Savannah Speed
Mary Ann Spurgeon
Courtney Stillwell
Linda Sturegeon
Donald Summers
Andrew Thai
Travis Thompson
Laurie Vieth

Leah Walton
Louis Waterman
Matthew Watkins
Michelle Weikel
Christie Welch
Erica Wiley

Laura Williams
Judith Wilson
Leah Wood
Annabelle Woody
Margaret Woolley
Brian Yearwood
Judith Youngblood

Jenifer Daunhauer
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Thanks to generous support from
donors like you, we raised over

0o $452,000
®®\\ in 2025
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Laurel Mallory Ali Hammond Julia Minotti  Jonathan Raymon
Board President Vice President Secretary Treasurer
Metro United Way WLKY Humana Baird Trust
Freddie Brown Shannon Cogan Sam Corbett Tim Hagerty Maria Gurren
YMCA WAVE 3 News Consultant Frost Brown Todd Executive Director
Desiré Hoyt Matt Kummer Chris McGarvey Dr. Lynn Reynolds
Pure Radio WAVE Heaven Hill JCPS
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Ken Selvaggi Chrystal Hawkins Bill Shory Mary Michael
ESPN Louisville Chrystal Power Fleur De Lis Daunhauer

Emily Ravenscraft
Consulting Communications GE Appliances

Program Manager

Want to get involved?

Join us for our next

Lunch and Learn | July 22nd
=\ 12-1pm

Local's Pizza Pub
822 E Broadway
Louisville, KY 40204

Our Lunch and Learn series provides an opportunity for folks to learn
more about our program, how we've grown, and the impact we are
making on child literacy in Louisville. These are free events and no
donation is expected. You can learn more and register for the next Lunch
and Learn by scanning the QR code or visiting
imaginationlibrarylouisville.org/events




725 S. Floyd St.
Louisville, KY 40203

Learn more about
Imagination Library of
Louisville and how you
can get involved!




